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October 31, 2011 

Mr. Doug Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy, 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Support for the Carmel Beach Access Improvements Proposal 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I would like to express my support for the proposed grant of up to $250,000 to the City of 
Carmel-by-the-Sea to prepare final plans and construct coastal access improvements at 
Carmel Beach, one of California’s premiere coastal destinations enjoyed by several 
million visitors each year.   
 
For too long the parking and circulation pattern above Carmel Beach has been 
constrained and congested, and nearby dune areas degraded by uncontrolled access and 
the spread of invasive non-native species. To address these concerns, the City proposes to 
reconfigure the parking area and enhance beach access by constructing a new turn-around 
to allow vehicles, including emergency vehicles, to avoid driving through the parking 
area. In addition, funds will be used to resurface existing sidewalks, build a new 
pedestrian path and a new ADA-accessible bluff boardwalk and viewing platform, install 
interpretive signage, and restore key dune habitat areas.  
 
For the past two-plus decades the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea has worked diligently to 
improve access to its world-class beach and bluff areas. Today the blufftop terrace and 
streets above Carmel Beach are developed with numerous beach access boardwalks, 
paths, stairways and landscaped on-street parking areas. With the Coastal Conservancy's 
funding support, we can make this special place that much more accessible and attractive 
while further protecting the surrounding area's unique dune habitat.  
 
Finally, given the tight funding situation in state government, it's important that 
Conservancy funds will be matched by $200,000 in Monterey County Transportation 
funds awarded to the City for this project, plus $15,000 in City funds for project 
management.  
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I strongly encourage your board to endorse this exciting beach access project. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Monta M. Potter 
 
Monta M. Potter  
Chief Executive Officer 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
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